Area Schools, organizations doing anti-drug initiative


Area schools and organizations are joining with the Federal Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration and the National Family Partnership to promote Red Ribbon Week.


Red Ribbon Week, taking place from Oct. 23 through Tuesday, is an opportunity to bring parents, schools, businesses and others together to help create drug-free communities.  A lot is going on in McKean County to celebrate.


Otto-Eldred Junior-Senior High School senior Crystal Benson organized a “wear the most red” day.  Otto-Eldred Communities That Care Task Force members will be passing out red ribbons at the school’s Friday night football game against Ridgway.


Families took time out from the Strengthening Families Program to make red ribbons and review tips on how to keep youth drug-free.  The program is a family workshop for parents and fifth and sixth graders and is offered in every school district.  Participants are learning how to keep family communication flowing.


Parents are powerful influences on their children’s behavior.  According to the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, there are six actions parents can take to help keep their children drug free: talk early and often with a child; get involved; be a role model; teach children to choose friends wisely; monitor a child’s activities; and set rules.  Families can go to one of the administration’s Web sites and download a family guide called “Start Talking Before They Start Drinking” to learn more tips.


Red Ribbon week draws its roots from the death of Enrique Camerena, an agent with the U.S Drug Enforcement Administration.  He was kidnapped and killed while working undercover investigating drug traffickers.

